
HOW COVID-19 IS
IMPACTING AND
AFFECTING OCEANS
AND LAND

• The AGN Lead coordinator on Ocean and 
Land has identify the challenges causes by 
the COVID-19 to the negotiations on Oceans 
and Land. 
• COVID-19 has caused delays and has 
impacts and adverse effects on the imple-
mentation of the work on oceans and land.
• Implementation of the Paris Agreement 
which is very crucial for the AGN, would be 
delayed and because we cannot wait, nation-
al development resources are being used to 
address these impacts which is already addi-
tional burden in financial, technical resources 
to our individual countries. 
• Many of the African coastal countries highly 
depend on fish for protein intake in their 
diets, it is therefore important to protect our 
marine and marine resources of our commu-
nities.
• The African continent has suffered and con-
tinues to suffer due to over fishing, pollution, 
habitat destruction, and destructive fishing 
practices.
• The destruction fishing practices by foreign 
vessels renders some fish stocks never to 
recover. 
• This is very serious as many people’s liveli-
hoods involve fisheries, in developing coun-
tries. 
• Oceans discussions would have been 
addressed during the SB52 the sea level rise 
and its effects in Africa’s low-lying coastal 
zones, considering the contribution of Tour-
ism to national GDPs of many of African 
countries. 
• Many of the hotels are located on the coast 
and the effects of coastal erosion due to sea 
level rise, which could affect the socio-eco-
nomics of the continent. Consequently, 

affecting livelihoods and lives of affected 
communities
• The Postponement of SB52 to 2021 will 
delay the dialogue on both Oceans and 
Land of which the AGN would have partici-
pated in discussions and engage in dia-
logues as stipulated in paragraphs 32 and 
33 of 1/CP. 25 
• Decision that could have been reached in 
June are delayed and COP decisions conse-
quently delayed until 2021. The adverse 
effects of climate change are not waiting for 
decisions to be taken during SBs and or 
COP, since it continues devastating the lives 
of communities in the continent.                                
• A postponement of the SB 52 has delayed 
the AGN negotiations and submissions on 
both Oceans and Land. In this context, the 
AGN would have been preparing to engage 
with partners in dialogue to organize work-
shop(s) in the continent on Oceans and Seas 
considering IPCC special report. 
• The workshop would unpack the new 
scientific knowledge and key findings in the 
IPCC Special Report on Climate Change and 
Land.
• AGN requests SBSTA to consider and put in 
place concrete adaptation measures on land 
to combat current levels of global warming 
associated with risks from increased dry-
land, water scarcity, soil erosion, vegetation 
loss, wildfire damage, coastal degradation 
and tropical crop yield decline
• Due to COVID 19, virtual meetings being 
carried out in order to continue work, these 
meetings are welcomed. However, challeng-
es are encountered.


